BASS ANGLERS OF MICHIGAN

2020 BY—LAWS

(Last Amendment January 12, 2020)
BY—LAW INTERPRETATION
The by-laws shall be read and will become effective as of the January meeting.

In order to make revisions to the by-laws, it must be brought before the membership in attendance, and majority approval is needed to change a by-law.

In order to hold a business meeting there must be at least (3) board members present at said meeting.

ELECTED OFFICERS
The elected officers are: President, Vice-President, Secretary, Treasurer, and Tournament Chairman.

Elections will be held at the January meeting and officers will hold that office until the following January.

DUTIES
PRESIDENT: Preside over all meetings and direct official business.

VICE-PRESIDENT: Assists the President and conducts all business in the absence of the President, and ensures that all boat insurance documents are on file.
SECRETARY: Maintain accurate records at all club functions.

TREASURER: Collect and disburse all monies. Maintain accurate financial records.
TOURNAMENT CHAIRMAN: Will be responsible for the scales and weigh all fish, also handle all on the water situations.

MEMBERSHIP
Members must be at least (18) years of age.
Membership will be limited to (30) members. There shall be (20) boat owners and (10) non-boat owners unless otherwise voted on.
Membership will be limited to 30 members, there shall be no more than 10 non-boat owners.
Members will be required to pay a $35.00 annual dues fee. Dues may be increased as needed. Officers reserve the right to accept, deny, or revoke a membership at their discretion (dues to be paid prior to voting on any club business).

All members will be required to sign a Liability Release Form that will release the club and its members of liability for their actions on and off the water.

All boat owners must maintain liability insurance of at least $100,000 and must provide a copy of it to the Vice President prior to using their boat in a tournament and to be held on file. Failure to do so will result in disqualification.

Starting the 2014 season it is was voted on by the Club that the “Oakland County Airport” will be considered as the base for BAM. No single day or team tournament can be held more than 1 ½ hours from the base.
“Oakland County Airport” will be considered as the base for BAM. No single day or team tournament can be held more than 100 miles from the base.
TOURNAMENTS
Tournament dates and lakes will be decided at the January meeting. All members that have paid dues prior to the conclusion of a season will be allowed to submit no later than (72) hours prior to the January meeting of the following year a maximum of two (2) weekends, or one (1) day from two (2) separate weekends to be considered a CONFLICT DATE. These dates will be given as much consideration as possible in making up of the year’s schedule. The months of June, July, August and September should all be considered when sending in CONFLICT DATES. These dates MUST BE E-MAILED OR HAND DELIVERED TO AN OFFICER OF THE CLUB NO LATER THAN (72) HOURS PRIOR TO THE JANUARY MEETING.
The First tournament of the year will be a 2 day event to be held the weekend after Memorial Day based from Central Lake and Snug harbor Cabins. 
Starting the 2014 season all new members will not be allowed to submit conflict dates or vote on lakes. After their first year in the Club they will have all voting rights.
First year members will not be allowed to submit conflict dates or vote on lakes. After their first year in the Club they will have all voting rights.
All tournaments will be pre-paid. The price for each tournament will be $25 per contestant.  There will be $17 of these monies paid back at the tournament and the rest will go into the general fund. Effective January 10, 2010 all members will be required to pay all fees ($20 each for all tournaments plus $5 towards big bass pot) for all tournaments by May 1st. Money will only be refunded if a member can show a hardship that will prevent said member from participating in the club. This will be under the discretion of the Board of Directors. Total amount due after membership dues is $200.
All tournaments will be pre-paid. The price for each tournament will be $25 per contestant.  There will be $17 of these monies paid back at the tournament and the rest will go into the general fund. All members will be required to pay all fees ($20 each for all tournaments plus $5 towards big bass pot) for all tournaments by May 1st. Money will only be refunded if a member can show a hardship that will prevent said member from participating in the club. This will be under the discretion of the Board of Directors. Total amount due after membership dues is $200.
The Associate Membership must be for a current member in good standing. The Associate Membership allows a member to only pay for those tournaments in which he fishes. There will be a $5 per tournament fee for this exception. The Associate Member must select the tournaments he will fish by May 1st and provide payment to the Treasurer for those tournaments.
Associate Members must be determined during the winter meetings. Associate Membership cannot be granted during the season. For all current or past members in good standing, exceptions can be made depending on the member’s circumstances. Present your situation to the officers and they will determine the best way to accommodate your situation.
Associate Member status will be reviewed each year for extenuating circumstances (Retirement, Relocation, etc).
Tournament Payouts and Points
Starting 2013 the payouts for each Tournament will be 1st, 2nd, 3rd and Big Bass. The 4th place payout has been removed as voted on by the members
Payouts for each Tournament will be 1st , 2nd , 3rd , 4th and Big Bass. 
Points for single and (2) day tournaments will be awarded in the following manner:

50 pts. – 1st
49 pts. – 2nd
48 pts. – 3rd
Etc.
For the two day tournaments the weights for both days will be combined to determine how the points will be awarded. The payouts will be made for each day.
Starting in 2012 if an angler fishes a tournament and does not weigh in a fish they will receive (10) points less than last place. 

If an angler fishes a tournament and does not weigh in a fish they will receive (10) points less than last place. 

 TEAM tournaments will have double payout, and will be scored with a (1) difference for each place.
50 pts. – 1st
49 pts. – 2nd
48 pts. – 3rd
Etc.
Effective starting the 2012 season, any angler that has to fish a TEAM tournament alone and does not weigh in a fish, will get last place points instead of (10) points. If a solo angler and at least one two person team does not weigh a fish they both will receive (10) points less than last place. If there are no solo anglers in a team tournament, all teams that do not weigh a fish receive (10) points less than last place.
Any angler that has to fish a TEAM tournament alone and does not weigh in a fish, will get last place points. If a solo angler and at least one two person team does not weigh a fish they both will receive (10) points less than last place. If there are no solo anglers in a team tournament, all teams that do not weigh a fish receive (10) points less than last place.
Non-Boat owners that qualify for the Classic will not be able to select a lake for the Classic.
If a current member brings in a new member that is a non-boater, the current member is responsible to make sure the non-boater has a boater and makes the appropriate accommodations. This pertains to the Regular Season only, not the Classic.
Tournament water is off limits to fishing (72) hours prior to a tournament. The exceptions are Lake St. Clair, Lake Erie and the connecting waters. For 2019 Lake Leelanau and Green Lake have no restrictions for pre-fishing.
Tournament water is off limits to fishing (72) hours prior to a tournament. The exceptions are Lake St. Clair, Lake Erie and the connecting waters.
2020 Format
As voted at the 2020 winter meeting the format will be as follows.
Spring 2 Day Tournament

1 Team Tournament

3 Single Day Tournaments

Fall 2 Day Tournament
GENERAL RULES
1. Obey speed laws.

2. Observe all no-wake areas.

3. Slow down in areas of “heavy” boat traffic or swimmers.

4. Anglers shall show fellow fisherman courtesy on the water. This shall include being aware of a fellow anglers boat position. Prior to pulling in to fish, an angler should not cut directly in the path of a fellow angler who has established a direction prior to the second angler’s arrival. An angler shall not overtake another angler and continue in the same path unless it has been agreed to by both parties. When fishing towards another angler traveling in opposite directions, anglers should pass and continue fishing after passing. These are minimal guidelines; anglers should assess the amount of water available prior to making a decision to fish in an area.

5. Keep tempers under control.

6. Avoid any excessive foul language.

As currently written
Change
As proposed
